Wheel Bearing Removal.

1. Use a flat screwdriver and pry out seal. Be careful as it can be reused. 
2. Wipe extra grease out of the way... Using a Circlip install/removal tool, remove circlip.. These tools will compress or expand and have a variety of tips. 
3. The hub has two bearings. Most will be open on one side with the side closest to the inside of the hub covered. You can use sealed bearings, bearings sealed on one side and bearings with no seals. I personally like the bearings sealed on one side so I can grease them occasionally on the exposed side. Between the bearings is an axle spacing tube. Take a flat screwdriver and push the tube slightly to the side and get the end of the blade on the screwdriver on the bearing on the side you took off the circlip... Tap the edge of the bearing (the edge is called the outer race) till the bearing moves outwards a tad. This will allow the axle spacer to move freely and get out of your way a tad. 
4. Take a drift and place it through the hub and axle space onto the outer bearing race of the bearing you just moved. I use an aluminum drift made of 3/8" aluminum rod stock (Home Depot). You use a drift at this point rather than continue beating with the screwdriver so as to not damage the inside of your hub. Place the drift on the outer race and tap with a hammer around the edge and the bearing will pop out. You will need to tap the drift smartly (whack it good in plain English). 
5. When this bearing pops out, it shouldn't be reused. Pull out the axle spacer tube. 
6. Flip over the tire and repeat on the other bearing. While you are doing this, be sure to work on the outer bearing race and NOT the inside of the hub which can be damaged (you have big rod and a hammer in your hands after all). 

Install new bearings. 
1. On the side opposite the circlip side and the one you just removed the bearing from, smear some waterproof grease in the opening. Just a little dab'll do ya! Set the bearing in the hole and tap on its outer race with a hammer working your way around to gently seat it in the hole a bit. Go to your impact socket set and pull out that 27mm socket for a KZ900 front wheel bearing and use it as a driver. Put the hex end against the race and be sure to use a driver that contacts the outer bearing race and not the bearings. Take your hammer and drive the bearing home. There is a ridge on the inside where it will seat. 
2. Flip the wheel. Install the axle spacer and repeat the steps for installing a bearing. Make sure if you use one side sealed bearings to put the sealed side inwards towards the center of the hub. 
3. Grease the new bearings using waterproof grease, reinstall circlip and dust seal and put the wheel back together and onto the bike by reversing your removal steps. 

It should take about an hour to change out a set of wheel bearings the first time and I can now do this chore in under a half hour or so. It is handy to have a transmission jack to lift the front of the bike while it is on its sidestand to allow the front wheel to clear the ground. If you use a transmission jack, put a piece of wood under the case to avoid damaging fins. Doing the back wheel is about the same. Consult a buykawaski.com parts diagrams to see how your pieces go together. 


